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THE JAMES H. CLARA PAVERW

Cgledonia, HNew Yorxk

Cwner: James H. Clark

Date of Erection: 1827

Architect: Unknown

Builder: Unknown

Fresent Condition: Good

Nunber of Stories: Two

Materlals of Construction: Stone

House

Other Existing Hecords: Town Hecords.

Additiconal Data: 3See following pages.
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BE TAKES R, CLARK Qavird) douse
Cale&onla, Now York

HISTORICAL AND DESCRIFIIVE.

A% the regusest of Wr. H. A. Lawrence, in charge of this
survey for the Departmert of the interior, this sketch is sub-
mitted =5 a statement of the physical and historics1 features
which in his opinion makes the btuilding worthy of & place in
the Historic American Buildings Survey. 4An essential festure
e discovered in the fact that, with the excertion of the
charging of one minor partition, the building stands today as
it was built.

Tdentity of the builder seems Lo have been lost to the
memories of gt leagt two generations. Three men over ninety
now 1iving, besides many others including kin of Clari who
have speni their lives in the vicinity, have had no kpewledse
of #ho bullt the tavern. Although Clarx moved elsewhere in
the 18207's, and 1ts nge ge a tavern ended sbout 1860, it is
notably peculiar that the name of a man onge prominent in the
community should, in its anusis, have been separsted so com-

"pletely from a piece of architecture which has for yeurs
attracted the attention and the 1nquiries of gtrangersz, hos
heen pictured in public prints, and must have cceupied s prom-
inent pl=z2ce in vest-pioneeraffairs,

L0CTICK. .

Not the lesst interesting fact, and one whieh directly
connects this survey with the primitive veriod of its con-
struction, is its loestion nesr one of Huturs's wnususl rhenom-
sne. At that time there existed across 1 g h e ll
lake seid to have coversd an yrea of newo!
since largely drained asnd filled.  ‘this
T srringe of pure water bursting
stong stz ata to form u sireum zufticieit
whvels of esrly wmille and which new provides ideyl conlitions
for twe trout hetcherieyg, one of them Ztatu ownel,

Thug the name "Dig Springe" apnesrs on the warliss) maps
of the "Genesce Country. The Indisn name wae Gub-g-o-di-ya,
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while the early Scotch settiers called the lake and sprinzs
"Topermore™. An early traveller commented on the beauty of the
heavy undergrowth with ocecaslonal pine rising above it aslong
the outlet, which in a measure still exists.

It can be truly sald thet Haturs slso determined the route
of the ¢hief highway zcercss ﬁew { rk State, of which Big Sprin

was an outstendinz landmark. Tor ages en Indiana trail linked

the tina of several of the "Fineer lakes”™ and then steered direct-
ly for these springs, which furnished an sbundance of Tish.

WWhen surveys began this trail was found with few deviations to

be the most consistent route for a turnplke, over which moved

the sleds and ox-carts of the pioneer settlers, later the covered
wegongs westward bound, and is now & three- and four-lzns highway
known as Route L.

Upon the south side of this highway, known In early deeds
a3 the Niegara Roud, wbout seven miles west of the Geneses
River, standc the subject of this survey. It is located in the
Town and Village of Caledonia, which liec on the west bank of
the Jeneaee Diver sane eighteen miles south of the City of
Hochester. Tt is built of dressed limestone guarries nearby
and rests on & stratum of smooth rock about five feet below the
surface which forms the cellar floor under the entire building.
Several crevices in the rock afford a means of measuring the
thickness of the stratum, which is found to be nine feet. Pelow
is a stratum of gravel about 12 inches deep which Torms a water-
wey, Hhe water finding outlet in the springs, one of which was
open in the highway snd was a basis for surveys.

THE FERICD OF BUILDING

Many small taverns lined the diegara Joad, in fece each
new log cebin seoms to have been open for the accommodation of
travellers through the wilderuness. larger log houses built for
the purpose were fellowed by frame ho:ses of interesting srchi-
tecture as saw mills multipiied. The innkeeper became @ leading
business man, inasmuch as he received much of the ready cash
that percolsted into the settlement. lie was often a Tarmer as
vell, but the prohibitive cost of transporting farm products
by wagon tended to reduce his ggricultural pursults to supplying
the inn table.

The Clark tavern was one of the most pretentious within
miles east and west. Vet the young Clerk had arrived penniless
only ten years before. Lhat was the source of his incoms to be
able to finsnece such en undertaking? e had xept another inn for




‘

NY-213
Page 4.

three yesrs previous. Henece the inguiry more properly should
be, What was the innkseper's chief source of income? There are
but two small sleeping rooms in lhe tavern under survey., Hecorded
tales of travellers indicate thet this type of building was
cosimon. Hence the fess for lodginges could net have been of con-
sequence. The tide of nigration from cast toward the north-
central stetes was in full swiung in the twenties, stage coaches
ragsed the door, farmers made the wavern their meeting placse.
Apparently the retailing of the produet of numercus small
distilleries was item do. 1 in the incame ligt, weals second.
Transisnts must elther have "slept out” im howmes, or iu their
covered wagons, or, as one traveller relates, rollied up in their
hlankets and slept cn the floor, men and women in rows,

During all the years from the first town meeting to the
*inhabitants® in 1803 until the 1£40's, the ssversl inns were
the cnly places of meetinz in April and for electious in lovember,
The Clark tovern was dzsignated several times in the town record.
The upper floor, of which three-fourths was in oce room, divided
only by two large open arches &nd havisng two fireplaces, must
have teen designed and used almost exclusively for bells,
ainother use which made this taveri a community center was tae
postofficae, The writer of & brief village history states thut
the mail was kept in a "closet off the barroom". ‘hen re-plaster-
ing the hallway the curiosity of the precent owters was atiracted
by some short lath which, being removed, dis¢losed the wicket with
its ink-stained lintel through which mail was passed in the
thirties. It is framed and rreserved.

Such seems to have been the purposes and uses of this and
probably other taverns between 1820 and 1840 in this region. 1t
may be commented that cattle drovers, of which there were many,
used serarsie taverne supplied with corrals, and followed other
roads when pessible.

Possing to more recent years, Caledonla's fivst bank was
opened in the living room in 18&4%, contipuing until 18%1, while
the public library occupied roossfrom 188I 1o 1888,

DATE C¥ DULIDIRG AND ¥iTLE

Not until the past Spring {(1%95) have the name of ihe
tuvilder and the grobable dste of building bteen esstabiished. 'The
transeript of deeds, etc., in possession of present owners dates
back to 1£50. Records in the County Clerk's office of livingston
County date to 1821, when the county was set up. SLonsulbing
these, the writer Tound the nec¢essary fascts. By chance, however,
he 1s able to present the entire line of succession of title. 4
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bundle of old deeds and other papers handed him by a lawyer as
curics several years ago held no mesning until discovery this
Spring of an early map in a box of surveyor's field notes re-
turned from an clder county a few years azo and now reposing
in the county cleri's office. Lot numbers c¢orrespond. fThese
twe "chances" are source material. The line follows.

180% (JTenuary 12) Deed from Sir Williem Fulteney, baronet, of
nent, England, by his attorney, Robert Troup, to Alexander
lfcDonald, lot 282, containing 147.14 acres, bounded two
sides by Niagera Road which makes an obtuse anxkle., Desd
in pcssessicn of wiiter.

1814 (3ay 7) Deed of Alexunder Webonald to Dorald MeDonzld., ‘'lhis
was a division of property. Deeds and contract in possess-
ion of writer.

A subdivision map in 1814 is referred tc in many deeds
and is much sought., lot 22 conteins important busiaess,
preperty sud a rallroad right-of-way at present.

1327 (December 26) Deed of Donsld ilcDoneld and wife Zbigail to

Fames R, Clark, lot ko. 4 of subdivision, consideration

SoD. Liber &, poge 038, Livingston County Records,

184% (Tay 10} Jemes H. Clerk and wife DRelinda to Wwilliam Temilton
cf Frighton, consideretion (180i.74. Liver E6, p. 211.

1850 (tay 14) willisgm Hamilton and wiTe June to lobert wilsaow,
consideration JEOC {rear part of lot had been sold off).
+bstract covers this and subseguent transiers,

1697 By will of overt wilson to Largaret Lilson, his wife.

1%14 By inheritance to Farl Johnson, grandso,

1619 {June 12) farl Johnson to Frank S. si1iliams.

1480 (Mareh ) Frenk S, »illiams sand wife leah to frederick I,
and Elisabeth T, eith, present ownars. :

As James R. Clark bought the property for ;60 and sold it
for nearly 2000 it is obvious thet he must heve built the tavern.
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But thers remains the date, which would have besn between 1B27
~and 1842 his term of ownership.

For this date the Caledonia Town Cleri's record, running
bacx to 1803, seems t¢ offer a reasonable conclusioa. In 1524
the town meeting was held "at the house of James 2, CleTk, inn-
keerer". In 1E26 the meeting adjourned to the House of Jumes
R. Clark for 1827. Both of t:iese houses were of course frevious
to the purchase of the lot 4 property. Came the town meeting of
1887 and the minutes read, "met at the houss formerly occupled
by James R. Clark™., Mr. Clark had evidently moved. The 1827
meeting adjourned to the "house now occuplied by James ®. Clarg",
which would supposze that ¥r. Clark occupied new guarters in April,
1827, slthough the town meeting was not held there until Lpril,
1588,

In spite of the fact that the lot 4 deed was daled December
26, 1827, it is & reason=zble supposition that construction of the
tavern was completed in Mareh, 1827, perhaps well under way a
year previous. Most farm largd had been purchased by ecoanbract
fron the original owners pending the surveys aud execulion of

deeds, hence Mr. Clark presucably foliowsd that custom. A4 similar
stone tavern nearby was under coneiructlion three years,

Ine present owners purchased the building much in need of

repair aad have found much pleasure in restoriug its features.
They hope this short sketeh may be of benefit to some research.

The following biographical sketch 1s by ¥iss Boyd, great
grandneice of ¥Mr, Clark, a yound lady of 25 years, who has given
much time to her investigelion. She and her mother and other
living relatives are descended from lrs. helinde ilsce Claik,
wife of Jemes R. Clark, or rather from her brother.

BICCIATHICAL SHRTCH OF JALl8 R. Claitd - By Mury blliioitt Zoyd.

The following sxeerrt from a letier written by Juwies K.
Clark meses o vivid pictvure o3 wdveniure commou Lo muny young
men of his day who sought new opportunities li the wiid CGenesee
Country and to whose perseverance oand judpment we owe mueh. 1t
was written in 1879 to Mr. mobert L. Ilzce, cof Caledonla, a
nephew (and granifather of the writer).

¥in the ninth day of Cetober in the mornin: veifore it vwas
yvet lizght, in the year 1817, 1 btelly i the Wwentieih yeur of

my sge, 1 toox what litiie clothning 1 hed, withoul ihe qdaocwiedge
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of my parents or any other members of my fsamily or ny neigontors,
and with omnly & nine-cent shin-pluster, sz they were culled, it
‘being soon after the dar of 1£12, 1 set out.

"The point before my minds eye was Fittsburgh, rennsylvanisa,
4 led some oldzr than myself, who lived ften miles from my fatherts,
helped make ur the plan tc *light oub' ws the boys call it. dCur
sgreement oo to mest on Jort Fller Sridge uw fow miles enst of
where you were bomn, st an hour in the morning as early av rrachb-
iecable.

e mat on the bridge. Hach of us hed a knapsuae, Tixed the
best way we could with +h1n£p, and started on foot a distence of
five hundred miles. e had sach two or inree lcaves ol Lresd
{rye), which lasted usg to Senevu. Minc miles west of Ceneva,
the road towsrds Tittaburgh turned to the leflt, and the one to
Chio kept straignt on to the Buffalo read, I told my comnrade
hefore we got to the end of nine miles, [ had sltersd my plans
and theught I would keer on to pFuffale. En route to Buffule, for
eant of monegy, I storred at Calsdenia. .

"The Tirst worx I 414 in Ouledonie wins to nelp &
searter dig & well on the then Chedwiekx farm {now owne
Clark's grand nephew). The next -ork I had was at a s: tlll
alozt three nile C s00n wrote for my Laley

i they joined me. Uhe firet house we lived 1n was coe uear
vour mother's [now occcuried b dwin A. Roberts)., Llater I
ratosa couunty, whence 1 hed come, and married your

i soon rersusded Lo couve to Caledonig®

_iil'

i

e,

tch1WHd to larg
aunt,

s, which date back to the first
was rery active in town effeirs.
ras cleeted o comstabls.,

Ee served ac conutuble and 1824, In 1821, 1622
and 1E2S he gerved & leter years, lBED, he was
& pethmaster, walle in 180 ard 1807 he was an overseer of oigh-
ways. He was on the Jury list in 1242,

sdesordineg to the town
town meelbins in 1605,
three yvears cfter hie

Cne rends in thn record thet 1n 18584 the annusl town

meeting was held "in the house of James k. Clary, innkcepsr®,

In 1827 the town peeting was aujourned to meet the Tirst luesdsy
in april, 1828, "ia the house now oceupied b, James k. Clerk.®
In 1827 there is record of Lr. Clarg buying & leot for ¢65. The
price of the lot was so chesp one assumes there was no bullding
on it. In 1828, we reazad, the meeting was held in the house of
Jemes R. Clurz. So from thesze frnets one can gsswas thoe house

wae built in the vear 1827.
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Tor severy) years Mr. Clark condueted this house as an
inn. Here also in the Ffast room was the postoffice where the
rates were § to £4 cents per letter. The wmindow of this post-
office is pressrved in the wall toduay.

In the late 1830's kr. Clark ventured sgaln, buyice a
railroad opersted bty horse-dravw: care on weoden rails wnich
connected Culedonia with Scottsville and a leading pler on the
banks of the Genesee river. Xlour and gypsu:; were its chief
freight. For twe years il went well until a canal wss bhbullt
through Scottsville and near Caledonia. The railrosd wes
rlanned to be extendsd farther west passing the Clark Tavern,
co for a time it was called "railrosd house'.

In the 1&8b0's ¥r. Clark moved to Delphes, Chiog, having
sold the tavern. In Delpbos he cwned the american BHouse, where
he remained in busginess geveral years.

Between this time and 1874 when he wrote the ietters now
in my nosses=ioq td?ﬁepbew, we hzve no record of his sctivities
and have teen unsuccessful of late in obtzining any infermaticon
about him. The lettiers and towi records have been the sources
of information Tor the above articie. OCur branch of the family
and his heve not been in corntact for several years.

in a letter written 1in 1876 he says: "1 have no relatives
in the State {Chio) exeept one graudscn; and if livine 1 suppose
I have & grest grand daughter in Batavia, your State (hew York).
In 1879 he added this to a letter. M"This was written by your
uncle, James R. Clurx, in the BZnd year cf his age, and time
admonisghes 1t may be the last letter received by you frow ne.m

Daty Compiled by

F. ¥. heith




